JOHN COMYERS, Ji., fdichigan

t IAMES BEMSE . IR Wi "
'".HNHM:N RANKENG MINORITY MEMEER

d s h BARNEY FRANK. Maseachugeits

WERNEY J RYDE. ltnoy ! ! ;

SECRGE ¥ SEKAS, Pannsyivaria :?:g%k:iﬁmf&gal fesenia

HWARD CRELE. Nonh Carmuna . .

i ONE HUNDRED SEVENTH CONGRESS FEAROLD MARLER. Maw Yore

TOm GAVEALY Ca AOBEAT . "BCRAY" SCOTT. Virgmis

ELTON 3ALLEGLY Cablgen:g AMELVIN . WATT. Mot Caroicas

EHIB SOGEILATTE vagin: - MELVIN !
EL BAYANT ?cn:mascen : L ZUE LOFGREN. Caidorsia

STEVE CHABOT (o ; - SMEILA SALKSON LEE. Texas
U HAF 4 MAXIHE WATERS, Calfaria

BLHE HARR Georg ARARTIN T MEEMAN. Massachuneits

WLEEAM L JERKING. Yapnresses . - y
2 ; WILLMAM . DELARUNT, Massachusstis

CHAIS SANMON, Ulah i% r R mn ¢ i

LNDSET O GRAHAM. Sauth Carohng UUﬁf B 4 {'25 fﬂ B Eﬁ jg:ERYT W;EXLE ;!H-‘ ’lwvir'dr

R e e NTGe 5. WEINER, Raw Vork

SOHH N ADSTETTLER, Indiana COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY ADAM B, SCHIFE, Caiifornia

2138 Raysuan House OFRce BULDiNG

WasrngTon, DC 205156216
{202} 225-3951

Pkt s B LSE. GO U g aTy

January 16, 2002

Mr. Allan H. “Bud” Selig
Commissioner

Major League Baseball

777 East Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 3060
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202

Dear Mr. Selig:

Thank you for your prompt response to my letter of yesterday. I am writing today to
follow up on some of the issues raised in our correspondence.

It is no secret that [ am concerned there is an appearance of conflict of interest, if not an
actual conflict of interest, between yourself, the Brewers franchise and the potential contraction
of the Twins franchise. My concerns were only exacerbated by the Brewers accepting a loan by
an entity controlied by the owner of the Twins. This is why I called on you yesterday to
voluntarily step down while these conflict of interest concerns were resoived.

As an alternative, let me suggest that you immediately announce that Major League
Baseball will not contract any teams and not place any team ownership in league control prior to
the conclusion of the upcoming season. This would give us all the time and opportunity
necessary to consider the range of issues, including potential conflict of interest problems, that
have arisen since your testimony before the Judiciary Committee without the time pressure of a
pending contraction upon us. (3iven the logistical difficulties in contracting at this late juncture,
the pending lawsuit in Minnesota, and the Players Associations’ complaint, it would seem that it
18 Impossible to contract at this point without creating even more problems for baseball, its
players, and most importantly, its fans. This would give us the time to review in more detail your
contention that the loan complied with Major League Basebail rules, understand which clubs
were the initiators of the contraction movement, and consider what benefits, if any, the Brewers
franchise would receive from contraction beyond those that would inure to the other franchises.

I would also like to suggest a solution to the confusion which has arisen over the release
of Major League Baseball’s financial data. As previously stated, I am concerned that baseball’s
losses may have been overstated as a result of related party fransactions, consulting fees and
salaries paid to family members, and stadium and acquisition debt. It is also clear that financial
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material exists which has not been tumed over to the Committee. For your part, I understand
baseball is concemed that releasing the complete set of audited financial statements for each club
could compromise the collective bargaining process. I believe we could break this gridlock if
you would be willing to specifically waive the confidentiality clause contained in Article
XXV(E)(4), Attachment 17, of the collective bargaining agreement, covering economic data
given to the Major League Baseball Players Association by your office, in order to permit the
Players Association to provide to Committee staff analysis or information necessary to respond
to Committee inquiries in our effort 1o understand the state of Baseball’s and its individual
teams’ finances. This watver would not include dissemination of the actual raw data provided to
the Players Association. Rather, pursuant to our prior discussions we would only ask you for that
information 1f our consuitations with the Players Association proved insufficient to give us a full
understanding of your financial position. In any event, my staff remains open to working out the
details of this waiver with your office at your earliest convenience,

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter. Please contact my staff at 202-225-

6504 or 225-6906 so that we may follow up on this matter,

Sincezely,

Conyers, Jr.
ing Member

ccs:  The Honorable F. James Sensenbrenner, Jr.
Chairman, House Committee on the Judiciary

Donald M. Fehr, President, Major League Baseball
Players Association

Robert A. DuPuy, Executive Vice President and Chief
Legal Officer, Major League Baseball



